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Information Regarding Medicaid Services in the School
and the Ohio Home Care and Transitions MR/DD Waivers Only

We have received calls expressing concern about changes to the Ohio Home Care and Transitions
MR/DD Waivers and the ability to receive nursing services in school. There have been NO
changes made to the Ohio Home Care or Transitions MR/DD Waivers. Additionally, no changes
have been made to Private Duty Nursing.

As you know, regular revisions are made to individual waiver service plans based upon periodic
review and as a need arises. However, Medicaid services, including all waiver services, are never
reduced or stopped without proper written notice that deseribes your right to object and request a
Medicaid Fair Hearing.

Background:

Although no changes are being made to the waiver, ODE and Medicaid are implementing a new
Medicaid School Program (MSP), so we can reimburse city, local, and exempted village school
districts, state schools, and community schools for specific services such as Nursing, OT, PT,
Speech, etc. These services must be included in an Individualized Education Program (IEP) of a
Medicaid eligible child. The school is mandated to provide these services in accordance with the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) regardless of whether or not the student is
enrolled on a Medicaid waiver or the availability of Medicaid funds. This is very good news.
ODE, ODIJFS, and the schools have been working for quite some time to get this new funding
mechanism up and running.

We recognize that there can be some confusion when a new program starts. We offer the
following information, but also recognize that more discussion and guidance may be needed.

* Schools have the responsibility for the provision of services under IDEA.

e ODIJFS has responsibility for the provision of Medicaid covered services under a home
and community based waiver . _

¢ There seems to be misunderstanding about the impact the new reimbursement system for
schools will have on the services obtained via the waiver program.

* There is NO deadline or official date by which services must be transitioned: if a
transition has been planned for and agreed to by the family or consumer.

»  Critical components of our waiver program are case management and appropriate service
planning. As waiver service plans are reviewed, our case management vendor, CareStar,
will be working with children and their families to assure the health and safety of each
child by determining the best way to meet his or her individual medical needs while
accessing the educational system.

¢ Each child’s service needs will be reviewed during the normal course of their service
planning process. Remember, children and their parents are an integral part of the service
planning process and retain all rights to appeal.

Again, additional discussion may be needed, but we wanted to get this information to you in order
to allay any immediate concerns you may have. If you have any questions, please contact the

Bureau of Community Services Policy at (614) 466-6742. ;
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